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Recently, Brazilian authorities arrested a US anthropologist and two Amazonian Indian leaders who
visited Washington in February in efforts to prevent Brasilia from building hydroelectric projects
that destroy large tracts of tropical forest. Brazilian environmentalists have asserted that the resulted
from a decision by the World Bank to delay granting a $500 million loan the government had
sought to finance the projects. Bank officials said the loan would be delayed at least a year because
the Brasila had failed to comply with terms of an earlier loan. However, they do admit to having
met with the Indian leaders before reaching their decision. The anthropologist is Darrell Posey,
a specialist in ethnobotany at the Goeldi Museum in Belem (Para state, located on the Amazon).
[Ethnobotanists study how traditional societies use plants for food, medicine and other purposes.]
The Indians are Paulinho Paiakan and Kube-i Kaiapo, from the Kaiapo (also spelled Kayapo) tribe
in the region. In February, they told US audiences that the forests where their people live are being
cleared for cattle ranches and drowned by vast hydroelectric dams that flood millions of acres.
The two also declared that the Brazilian government is carrying out huge projects in their territory
without consulting the Indians or even notifying them that construction is planned. As a result, the
Indians have no opportunity to object. The Indians were invited to the US to address a conference
in Miami on tropical forest conservation, and Posey was invited to translate. After the conference,
they traveled to Washington to meet with environmetalist groups, congresspersons, officials of the
State and Treasury departments, and officials from the World Bank and other funding agencies
that supply Brazil with development loans. The Kaiapo leaders also met with representatives of
the North American Indian community. Shortly after returning to Brazil, Posey was arrested by the
Brazilian federal police and charged with violating a law prohibiting foreigners from interfering
with domestic Brazilian policy. The punishment is one to three years in prison or expulsion from
the country. In August, Brazil's Indian agency, FUNAI, expelled all of Posey's closest scientific
colleagues from Indian territories. Last week the government arrested the two Indians who visited
Washington in February, charging them with being foreigners trying to interfere with domestic
policy. Posey's lawyer contends that the prosecution is intended to squelch public debate on the
future of the Amazon forests and to discourage scientific research in the area. Anthropologists say
FUNAI has made it increasingly difficult in recent years for researchers to work in Indian areas
while permitting logging and mining operations to grow dramatically, even where such activities
are nominally illegal. For instance, thousands of gold prospectors have been allowed into an area
of the Amazon inhabited by the Yanomamo people, the most primitive large tribe in the Western
Hemisphere. Meanwhile, anthropologists trying to help the Yanomamo protect their society have
been expelled. The arrests have been protested in a letter to Brazilian President Jose Sarney by the
cochairpersons of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, Reps. John Edward Porter (R-Ill.) and
Tom Lantos (D-Calif.). The Indians met with both during their visit. (Basic data from Washington
Post, 09/02/88)
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